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Statutory Declaration under Section 4(1)(b) Right To Information (RTI)
Act, 2005

About Us

Doranda College, Ranchi, was established in 1962 by a local philanthropist with the vision of
providing holistic education to equip graduates for an increasingly diverse and evolving world.
In April 1977, the college became a constituent unit of Ranchi University. Since then, it has
remained dedicated to fostering a distinctive academic environment that supports major faculties
in Arts, Commerce, Science, and VVocational Courses, while also strengthening the relationship
between higher education and society.

Doranda College is one of the ten NAAC-accredited constituent colleges under Ranchi
University. In alignment with NAAC’s vision and mission, the college was re-accredited in its
second cycle (Grade B+) by the NAAC Peer Team on 5th November 2016.

Recognized as a premier institution in Jharkhand, Doranda College has, since 2016, placed
utmost importance on integrating academic excellence with professional learning. Its key
strength lies in the continual pursuit of high standards in knowledge dissemination within a
dynamic and interactive environment. This approach empowers students to achieve distinction
and honor in their chosen fields.

The college adopts a well-planned strategy in implementing new projects and ensures open
access to emerging technologies. It offers a wide range of vocational courses such as BBA,
BCA, IT, MBA, MCA, B.Ed., and Amanat Survey, all designed to prepare students for the
demands of technological advancement.

Doranda College implements the Ranchi University curriculum through effective and well-
structured teaching-learning practices, enhanced by modern pedagogical methods. It offers
rigorous academic programs, strong support systems, and a dedicated faculty. A hallmark of the
institution is its unwavering commitment to using education as a powerful tool to combat
growing inequality in India, especially by providing access to quality education for the
underprivileged. The ongoing development of its infrastructure reflects this inclusive vision.

RTI Committee
As a public institution, Doranda College complies with the Right to Information (RTI) Act,
2005, ensuring transparency and accountability in its administrative and academic processes. The
RTI Committee is constituted to facilitate the smooth implementation of the Act, handle public
queries, and ensure timely responses in accordance with the provisions of the Act.
Objectives of the RTI Committee:

« To promote transparency and accountability in the functioning of the college.

« To provide information to citizens requesting access under the RTI Act.

e To process and respond to RT1 applications efficiently and within the prescribed

timeframe.



e To educate staff and stakeholders about the RTI Act and its implementation.

Public Information Officer:

SI. No. Name Designation Contact
1 Sri Kanchan Munda Public Information Officer (P10) 7277447900
2 Sri Marshal Purty Assistant P10 7759051148
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE

(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 215t June, 2008 Saistha 31, 1927 (Saka)

The following Act of Parkiatent secenvod the asent of the Presadent oo the 1%5h June,
2005, and is hereby published for penieral iInformmation: —

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
No. 22 of 2005

| 150k Jume, 2005.)

An Act to provide for serting out the practical regime of right to information for

citizens to secwre access 1o information under the comtrol of public

mithorities, in order 1o promwote wansparency and accountability in the

working of every public suthority, the constitution of o Central Infonmation

Commission and State Information Comanissions and for matiers connected
therewith or incdental thereto

WHEREAS the Comstitution of India has established democratic Republic;
AND WHEREAS democracy requires an mformed ctizenry and wansparency of

information which ase vital 1o s functionma and also 1© contain cormption and o
hold Govermments and thetr snstrusentalities accoumable 1o the governsd;

AND WHEREAS revel of inf i actual practice is hikely w0
conflict with other public interests mcluding efMicient operat of the Govermwnts,
optisem tse of Bmited fiscal resources tnd the preservation of confidentiality of
sevsative mformanon:
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AND WHEREAS it 15 necessary 1o harmonise these conflicting meerests while
preserving the paramountey of the democratic ideal;

NOW, THEREFORE, s expedicnt to provade for furmshmg certam
information to cimzens who desire to have it

BE it enacted by Parlinment in the Fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as

follows —
CHAPTER1
Preliminary
:::’“: 1. (1) This Act may be called the Right 1o Information Act, 2005,
CoTEnNFnCTneS
t (2) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jamunu and Kashir.

(#) The provisions of sub-section (/) of section 4, sub-sections (/) and (2) of
section §, sections 12, 13, 15,16, 24, 27 and 28 shall come into force at once, and the
remmining provisions of this Act aball come into force on the one hundred and
twentieth day of its enactment.

Detunie 2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires.—

(@) "sppropoate Govermment” means w relation to a public authorty whh s
established. construted. owned. controlled or substantially financed by funds provided
directly or indmectly—

W by the Central Government or the Union temitory admmustration, the
Central Government;
() by the State Government, the State Governtuent;

() "Central Informsation Commmassion” mesns the Central Information Commission
convtitused under sub-section (/) of section 12,

(¢) "Central Public Information Officer™ means the Central Public Information
Officer designated wnder sub-section (/) and mcludes a Central Assistant Public
Information Officer designated as such under sub-section () of section 3,

() "Chief Information Commassioner™ and “Tuformation Commissioner™ mean the
Cheef Information Comunissioner and Information Commussioner appointed under
sub-section (3) of section 12,

(#) "competent authority” moms—

(1) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative
Assembly of a State or a Union territory having such Assembly and the
Chairman in the case of the Counctl of States or Legislative Council of a
State,

(1) the Claef Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Cowr,

(10 the Chief Justice of the High Cowrt in the case of & High Court.

() the President or the Govemor, as the case may be, in the case of other
authorities established or constituted by or under the Constitution,

v the icimanstrator appomted under armicle 239 of the Constitution;

(A "mfonnebon™ mxcans any material m any fonm. mcindmg records. documents,
memos, c-mails, opmmons, advices, press releases, ciculars, orders, logbooks.
contracts, reports, papers, smuples, models, data matenal beld in any electronic form
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and information refating to any private body which can be accessed by n publc
authority under any other law for the time bemg m force;

(g) "prescnibed” means presenbed by rules made under thas Act by the appropriate
Govemment or the competent authonty. as the case may be;

(k) "public suthonty" means any suthonity or body or instiuton of self-
govermuent established o1 constimted—

(a) by orunder the Consntution;

(b) by any other law made by Parlimment:

(c) by any other law made by State Legslature;

(d} by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Govermment,

and includes mny—

i) bady owned, controfled or substantially financed;
) nou-Govermunen organisation substantsally financed,

directly or indiectly by funds provided by the appropriate Govermment,
() “record” mchdes—

fa) any document, manuscrpt anxd fike;

b) any macrofilm, nicrofiche and facsimile copy of a dociment;

fe) any reproduction of image or images embodied in such microfilm (whether
enlarged or not); and

(d) any other materin] produced by a computer or auy other device,

{j) "night to miformation™ meass the nght to mformatson accessible under this Act
which 1s held by or under the control of auy public authonity and includes the nght
10

1) mspection of work, documents, records,

(i) taking potes, extracts or certified copics of documents or records:

(11) taking certified samples of material;

(ivs obtmmng mformation @ the form of diskettes, floppres, tapes, video
casselies o in any other electronic mode or theough prmtouss where such
mformanon is stored 1 & compwier or n any other device;

(k) "Smte Information Commmmssion” means the State Information Commission
constituted under sub-section (/) of section 15,

Comumssioner appointed under sub-section (3) of section 15;

(m) "Stare Pubhc Information Officer” means the State Public Information Officer
designated under sub-section (/) and inchades a State Assistant Public Information
Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section §,

(n) “thod party” means a person other than the ciizen makmg a request for
information and mciudes a public authonty.



THE GAZETTER OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY

[PART II—

CHAPTERTI

Right to information and obligations of public authorities
3. Subject to the provisions of this Act. all citrens shall have the nght to mformation.

4. (1) Every public suthority shall—

@ maintain all irs records duly catalogued and mdexed in # manner and the
form which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure that
oll records that are appropriate 10 be computerised are, within a reasonable
nme and subjpect 1o avmlability of resources, computerised and connected
through a network all over the country on different systetns so that access 1o
sich recoeds is facilited.

& publish within one hundred and twenry days from the enactment of this

Act—
i
(i
(1
(]
i
s

i

Uy

v
x)

xt)

(xtét)
(xvy
fxv)

(i)

fxvit)

the pir tculars of its ceganisation, functions and duties,

the powers and duties of its officers and employess:

the procedure followed in the decision making process,
i lnding channels of supervision and accountability.

the tomus set by it for the discharge of its functions.

the rules, regulations, mstructions, waauals and records, held by
it or under its control or wsed by its employees for discharging
its finctions.

a statement of the categonies of documents that are held by it o
under i control,

the particulars of any amangement that exists for consultation
with, or representation by, the members of the public in relation
to the formmiation of its policy or suplementation Shereof,

a statement of the boards, councils, comuuttess and other
bodies conssting of two of more persons constituted & its part
or for the purpose of its advice, and as 1o whether meetings of
those boards, councils, committees and other bodies are open 10
the public. or the mismtes of such meetings are accessible for
public,

a directory of its officers mnd employees,

the monthly remmuneration received by cach of 1ts officers and
employees. mcluding the system of compensanon as provided
in ity regulations;

the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the
partculars of all plans, proposed expenditwres and reports on
disbursements made;

the mamner of executzon of subsidy programmes. mchidmg the
amoumts aliocated and the details of beneficiaries of sxch
Programmes:

puticulars  of recipients of concessions, permits  or
authonsancas granted by it;

details m respect of the information. available to or beid by it
reduced in an electrome form;

the particudans of facilities available to citizens for obtniming
mformanion, including the working hours of a libeary or reading
roomy, if mamtamed for public use:

the names. designations and other particulars of the Publc
Information Officers.

sich  other miormation as  may be prescribed

and  thereafler  wpdate  these  publications  cvery  year

o

pubksh all relevant facts winle formulsting wportaut

policies or amnouncing the decisions which affect public;

provide reasons for ity adunnistrative or quasi-judicial
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decisions to affected persons.

(2) It shall be a constant endesvour of every public authonty o take steps m
accordance with the requiremenss of clause (b) of sub-section (/) to provide as much
information suo motu to the public at regular mtervals through vanous means of
commumcations, meuding internet. so that the public have minimun resort to the use
of this Act to obtaw miormation.

(3) For the purposes of sub-section (/), every information shall be disseminsted
widely and in such form and manner which is easily accessible to the pubkc

(4) All materials shall be disseminated twking o considerstion the cost
effectiveness, local language and the most effective method of commumncation in that
local area and the mformanon should be casily accessible. to the extent possible m
electronic format with the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, avalable free or at such cost of the medium
or the print cost price as may be prescnbed.

Explanation—For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4), "disscommated” means
making known or communicated the information to the public through notice boards,
newspapers, public smnonncements, media broadcasts, the internet or any other ticans,
includmg inspection of offices of any public authority

S. (1) Every public authority shall, within oue hundred days of the enactment of
this Act, designate as many officers as the Central Public nformation Officers or State
Public Iuformation Officers, as the case may be, in all adumoistrative units or offices
uoder it as may be necessary o provide nformation to persons requesting for the
information under this Act,

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (7). every public authority
shall designate an officer, within one hundred days of the enactinent of this Act, at
cach sub-divisiomal level or other sub-district level as a Central Assistant Public
Information Officer or a State Assistant Poblic Information Officer. as the case may
be, to receive the applications for mformation or appeals under this Act for forwarding
the same forthwith w the Centml Public Information Officer or the State Public
Information Officer or sensor officer specified wder sub-section (/) of section 19 or
the Central Information Conmmssion or the State Information Conunission, as the case
may be

Provided that where an apphication for information or appeal is given to a Central
Assistant Public Information Officer o1 a State Assistant Public Information Officer,
ns the case may be, a period of five days shall be added i computing the period foe
response specified under sub-section (/) of section 7.

(#) Every Central Public Information Officer or State Publx Information Officer.
as the case may be, shall deal with requests from persons secking mformation and
render reasonable assistance to the persons secking such mformation.

(4) The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, may seek the maistance of any other officer as he or she considers
it necessary for the proper discharge of his of ber duties

(%) Any officer, whose assistance has been souglt under sub-section (+), shall
render all assistance to the Cemtral Public Information Officer or State Pubhc
Information Officer. as the case may be, secking his or ber assistance and for the
purposes of any contravention of the provisions of this Act, such other officer shall be
treated as a Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer. as
the case may be.

?iii
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Dupoeal of
et

6. (1) A person, who desires to obtain any infonmation under this Act, shall make
n yequest in writing or through electronic means in English oe Hindi or in the official
language of the area in which the application is being made. sccompanying such fee as
may be prescribed, to—

fa) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer.
s the case may be, of the concemead public authority;

(b) the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Pubhc
Information Officer, as the case may be,

specifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her

Provided that where such request cammot be made m wrinng, the Cenwal Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall
render all reasonable assistance to the person making the request orally 1o reduce the
s in writing.

(2) An applicant making request for information shall not be requaed to give any
reason for requestmg the infonmation or any other persomal details except those that
mity be necessary for contacting hum

(#) Where an applicanon s made 10 a public authority requestmg for an
information,—

() which i beld by another public authority; or
() the subyect matter of which is more closely connected with the
functions of another public authonty.

the public authority, to which such application is made, shall ansfer the application
of such part of it as may be approprinte 10 that other public authority and mform the
apphcant immediately abowt such transfer:

Provided that the transfer of an application pursuant to tius sub-section shall be made
as soon as practicable but in no case later than five days from the date of receipt of the
application.

7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 3 or the proviso to sub-
secton (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Pubbc
Information Officer. as the case may be, on recempt of a sequest undersection 6 shall
as expeditiously as possible, and i any case within thaty days of the receipt of the
request, either provide the infonuation on payment of such fee as may be prescribed or
reject the request for any of the reasons specified in sections £ and 9:

Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or liberty of a person.
he satme shall be provided within forty-etght bowrs of the receipt of the request.

(2) If the Cenmal Public Information Officer or Stare Public Informanion Officer,
as the case may be, fails to give decision on the request for mfonnation within the
period specified mder sub-section (7). the Central Publx Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case tmay be, shall be deemed to have refied the
TOquest.

(§) Where a decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any
further fee representing the cost of providing the mformation, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Informanon Officer, as the case may be, shall send
an tntumation 10 the person making the request, giving—

(a) the details of further fees represcating the cost of providing the
mformation as determined by him, together with the calculations made

Request for
obtaissng
winmmation.
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to amive at the amount in accordance with fee prescribed wader sub-
section (1), requesting lim to deposit that fees, and the perod
mtervening between the despatch of the said intimation and payment of
fees shall be excluded for the parpose of caleulating the penod of thirty
days referred to m that sub-section:

() mformation concerning his or her right with respect to review the
deciston s 10 the amount of fees charged or the form of access
provided, inchuding the paticulaes of the appellate authority, time limat,
process and any other fors.

(4) Where access to the recoed or i pant thereo! is required 1o be provided under
this Act and the person to whom access & to be provided is sensonly disabled, the
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case
may be, shall provide assistance to cnable access to the mformation, mcludmg
provading such assstance as may be appropriate for the inspection.

(5) Where access to mformanon is 1© be provided i the prited or i any
electronic format, the applicant shall, subject 1o the provisions of sub-section (6), pay
such fee as may be prescribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (/) of section 6 nnd sub-sections (/)
and (J) of section 7 shall be reasonable and no such fee shall be charged from the
persons who are of below poverty Ime as may be determined by the approprate
Governunent.

(6) Notwithstanding anythmg contamed m sub-sectzon (5), the person makmg
request for the information shall be provided the informanon free of charge where a
public authority fads to comply with the time limits specified in sub-section (1),

(7) Before miang sny decision under sub-section (/), the Central Pubbc
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case nay be, shall ke
into consideration the representanion made by a third party under section 11

(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section (/), the Ceuntral Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall
communicate 10 e person making the request —

i the reasons for such rejection:

(1) the period within which an appeal agaiast such rejection may be
preferred; and

(iii) the particulars of the appelate authonty.

(9) Au information shall cedinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought
unless it would disproportionately divert the resowrces of the public authorty or would
be detrimental 1o the safety or preservation of the record m question.

8. (/) Notwitlstanding anything contamed m this Act, there shall be no obligation 1o Exenpaon
give auy citizen,— Gt of
mioomation

(a) information, disclosure of which would prejudically affect the sovercignty
and iutegnty of India, the security, strategi. scientific of economc interests of the
State, relation with foreign State or kead to incement of a offence;

(b) nformanon which has been expressly forbidden 1o be published by any court
of law or tribumal or the disclosare of which may constitute contempt of cout,
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(¢) information, the disclosure of whach would cause a breach of privilege of
Parlisnent or the State Lognlature;

(d) mformaton mcluding commercial confidence, trade secrets or mtellectual
property. the disclosure of which would harm the competitive position of a third party,
unless the competent authonty i satisfied that larger public interest wamrants the
disclosure of such wformation;

(e) information available to a person m his fiduciary relationshp, unless the
competent authority is satisfied that the larger public mterest wamants the disclosure
of such mformation.

(/) information received in coufidence from foreign Government.

(g) mformation. the disclosure of which would endanger the ke or physical
safety of any pervon or idennfy the somrce of informaton or assistance given m
confidence for law enforcement or security purposes;

(h) information which would itupede the process of mvestigation or
apprebension of prosecution of offenders,

(1) cabmet papers mcludmg records of deliberations of the Comcil of Mimisters,
Secretanies and other officers:

Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons thereof, and the
material on the basis of which the decisions were taken shall be made public after the
dectsion has been taken, and the matrer i complete, or over:

Provided further that those matters which come under the cxemptions specified
in this section shall not be disclosed.

(/) mformatson which relates to personal mformation the disclosure of which has
no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would cause unwirranted
invasson of the privacy of the individial unless the Central Public Informanion Offices
of the State Public Information Officer or the appelinte suthority, ns the case may be,
is satsfied that the larger public mterest justifies the disclosse of such mformation:

Provided that the mfonmation which cammot be densed to the Parbiament or a
State Legislature shall not be densed o any person.

19.0f 1923 (2) Notwitkstandmg auythiog in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 nor any of the
exemptions permissible in accordance with sub-section (/), a public awthority may
allow access to information, if public interest m disclosure outweighs the harm 10 the
protected interests

() Subject to the provisions of clauses (a), (c) and (¢) of sub-secton (/). any
information relating to amy occmrence, event or matter which has taken place,
occwred or happened twenty years before the date on which any request is tuade
under secton 6 shall be provided to any person making a reguest under that section:

Provided that where any question arises as to the date from which the said penod
of twenty years has o be compured, the decision of the Central Government shall be
final, subject to the usual appeals provided for m this Act
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9. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 8, a Central Public Information
Officer or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may reject a request
for mformation where such o request for providing access would fnvolve an
infrmgement of copynight subsistmg in a person other than the State.

10. (/) Where 8 request for access to mforumation s rejected on the ground that it is in
relation to information which is exemge from disclosue, then, notwithstanding
anything contained o this Act, access may be provided to that part of the record which
does ot contam any information which is exempt from disclosure under this Act and
winch can reasonably be severed from any part that contamns exempt mfonmation

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (/), the
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case
may be, shall give a notice 1o the applicant, informing—

(@ that only pat of the record requested, after severance of the
record coutaining sformation which is exempt from disclosure, i being
provided,

(b the reasons for the d&easion, including any findings on any
matenal question of fact, refermng to the matenal on which those
findings were based.

(c) the nmoe and deswgration of the person giving the decision,

(d) the details of the fees calculated by hum or ber and the amount
of fee which the applhcant is required to deposit; and

(el his or ber rights with respect to review of the decision
regarding non-disclosure of part of the mformation, the amount of fee
charged or the form of accems provided. mcinding the particulary of the
senior officer specified under sub-section (/) of secticms 19 or the
Central Information Commusson or the State Information Conumission.
as the case may be, time linut. process and any other form of access.

11 (/) Where a Central Public Information Officer or a State Poblic Information
Officer, as the case may be, intends to disclose any mformation or record, or part
thereof on a request nsade voder this Act, which relates 1o or has been supplied by a
third party and has been treated as confidential by that third party, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public [nformation Officer, as the case may be, shall
within five days fom the receipt of the request, give a written notice to such third
party of the request and of the fact that the Central Public lnformation Officer or State
Public [nformation Officer, as the case may be, mtends 1o d&sclose the mformation or
tecord, or part thereof. and wnvite the third party to make » submission n writing or
orally, regarding whether the mformation should be disclosed, and such submission of
the third party shall be kept m view while taking a decwion abour disclosure of
inf Ao

Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets protected by law,
disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in disclosure outweighs 1 tuportance
any possible harm or injury to the intercsts of such third pary.

(2) Where a notice is served by the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Iuformation Officer, as the case may be, under subssection (/) 10 a third posty
in respect of any mforruation o record or part theteof, the thad party shall, within ten
days Bom the date of receipt of such notce, be given the opportuntty o make
represzutation agmust the proposed disclosure.

(§) Notwithstanding anything coutaned i section 7, the Central Publc
Information Officer or State Public Informanon Officer, as the case may be, shall
withm forty days after receipt of the request under section 6, if the thad party has been
given an opportunty to meke representation mider sub-secton (2), make a decision as
1o whether or not to disclose the mformation or record or part thereof and give m
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writing the notice of his decision o the third party

(4) A nonce mven under sub-section (§) shall include a statement that the third
pasty to whom the notice s given s cuttled to prefer an appeal under section 19
agamst the decision.

CHAPTER LI

The Central Information Commission

12 (J) The Central Government shall, by notification m the Official Gazene,
consumate a body 10 be known #s the Central Information Commission 1o exercise the
powers conferred on, and to perform the functions assigned to, it under this Act.

2) The Central Information Comtussion shall consst of —

(a) e Chief Informanon Commissioner; and
() such number of Central Information Conmnissioners, not exceeding ten,
s may be deemed necessary.

(3) The Cluef Information Commissioner and Informanon Commussioners shall
be appotnted by the President on the recommendation of a2 committee consistmg of —

(1) the Primse Mitster, who shall be the Chairperson of the comnitiee,
(11) the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sablha: and
(i) & Umon Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Pnme Minister.

Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it s hereby declared that where
the Leader of Opposition in the House of the Peoplke has not been recognised ay such,
the Leader of the single largest group m opposition of the Government m the House of
the People shall be deemed to be the Leader of Opposition.

(4) The general superintendence, direction and management of the affars of the
Central Information Corunission shall vest i the Chief Information Commissioner
who shall be assisted by the Information Comnussioners and may exercise all such
powers and do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the Central
Information Commission autopomously without being subjected to dwections by any
other authority under this Act.

(5) The Cluef Information Commussioner and Information Commussioners shall
be persons of enunence in public Iife with wide knowledge and expenence in law,
science and technology, social service, management, jowmalism, mass media or
admumstration and govenmance

(6) The Chief Information Connnissicner or an Information Comunssioner shall
not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any Stae or Umon
temitory, as the case way be, or hold any other office of profit or connected with any
political paty or carrying on auy business or pussumng auy profession

(7) The headquarters of the Central Information Cosmmission shall be at Dellu
and the Central Information Comunission may, with the previous approval of the
Central Goverument. establish offices at other plices in Inda.

of Cezzral
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13 (/) The Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office and shall not be eligible for
resppottinent:

Provided that no Chuef Information Commussioner shall hold office as such afier
Die has attamed the age of sixty-five years.

(2) Every Informsation Comemssioner shall hold office for a term of five years from
the date on which he enters upon his office or till he attams the age of sixty-five years,
whichever is earler, and shall not be eligble for reappomtment as such Informanon
Comumssioner:

Provided that every Information Commussioner shall, on vacanng his office under this
sub-section be chmble for appointment as the Chief Information Coammissioner i the
mammer specified m sub-section (3) of section 12:

Provided further that where the Information Commissioner is appomted ns the Chief
Information Commusswoner, his term of office shall not be more than five years in
aggregate as the Information Comumissioner and the Chief Information Commissioner.

(f) The Chaef Information Conmnmsoner of an Information Commussionet shall
before be enrers upon his office make and subscribe before the President or some other
person appointed by him in that bebalf, an oath or affinustion according to the form set out
for the purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The Cluef Information Conumissioner or an Information Comumussioner may, at
any tune. by witing under his hand addressed to the President. resign from lhis office:

Provided that the Clnef lnformation Commissioner or an Informanon Commussioner
may be removed m the mnnnes specified under section 14

(5) The salanes and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of service
of—

fa) e Chief Information Commissioner shall be the sane as that of the Chief
Elecnon Commissioner,

@) an Information Commissioner shall be the same as thar of an Election
Comumissioner

Provided tha if the Chief Information Commmssioner or an  Information
Commmssioner, at the ime of lus appomtment is, in receipt of a penson. other than a
disabality or wommnd pension, m respect of any previous service uier the Government of
India or under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief
Informaton Comsissioner o an Infornmation Commusssoner shall be rediced by the
amount of that pension mcludmg any portion of pension winch was commuted and pension
cquivalent of other forms of retwement benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement
granuty:

Provided further that if ®e Chief Information Comunissiones or an Information
Conudssioner if. ot the time of his appomtment is, in receipt of retirement benefits in
respect of any previous service rendered m a Corporation established by or under any
Central Act or Stste Act or a Government company owned or controlled by the Central
Government or the State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the Chief
Informanon Comsissioner or an Informaton Commissioner shall be rediced by the
amount of pension equavakent 1o the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salanes. allowances and other conditions of service of the Chief
Information Consmssioner and the Infonmation Conumissioners shall not be varied 1o thewr

Tomof
office s
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disadvantage after their appeintment.

(6) The Central Government shall provide the Chief Information Commussioner and
the Information Conmmssioners with such officers and employees as may be necessary for
the efficient performance of thewr functions under this Act, and the salanes and allowances
payable to and the terms and conditions of service of the officers and other etuployees
apponted for the parpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

14 (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the Chief Information
Commussioner or any Information Contmissioner shall be removed from his office only by
order of the President on the ground of proved mmsbebaviowr or incapacity after the
Supreme Court, o a reference made to it by the President, bas, on inquiry, reported that the
Cluefl Information Commissioner or any Information Commussioner. as the case may be,

ought on such ground be removed.

(2) The Presadent may suspend from office, and 1f deem necessary prolibit also from
attending the office duning inguury, the Claef Informanon Commissioner or Informanon
Commussioner in respect of whom a reference has been made to the Supreme Court under
sub-section (/) until the President has passed orders on receipt of the repost of the Supreme
Court on such reference.

(3) Notwithssanding anyiung contamed in sub-secnon (1), the President may by arder
remove from office the Chief Information Commissioner or any Informatnon Commussioner
if the Chief Information Commussioner of a Information Commissioner. as the case may
be,~—

(a) 15 adjudged an msolvent. or

(b} has been convicied of an offence which. m the opimion of the Presdent. mvolves
moml trpitude; or

fc) engnges duning hus term of office in any pad employment outside the duties of
Ius office; or

(d) 15, m the opinion of the President. unfit to comtinue m office by reasom of
infirmity of mund or body, or

fe) has nequired such financial or other mterest as i likely to affect prejudicially his
fimctions as  the Chief Information Conmuissioner o a  Informaton
Commussioner.

(4) If the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissiouer in any
way, concerned or interested i any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of the
Government of India or participates in auy way in the profit theveof or m any benefit
ot emolument arising therefrom otherwise than a5 a member and i common with the
other members of sa ncorporated company. he shall, for the purposes of sub-section
(1), be deemed 10 be guilty of misbehaviour

CHAPTER IV

The State Information Commission

15 (/) Every State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette,
constitute a body 10 be known as the ... (nane of the State) Information Cotmuussion 10
exercise the powers conferred on. and to perform the functions assigned to. it under this
Act

() The State Informntion Comumission sball consist of—
(a) the Stte Cluef Information Commissiones, and

(&) such number of State Informanon Comnessioners, not exceeding ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

Comtention of
Stave laformution
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(3) The State Chief Ilnformation Commissioner and the State Informaton
Cormmassioners shall be appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of i cotmmittee
conssting of—

(il the Chief Mimister, who shall be the Charrperson of the commitice:

(i) the Leader of Opposation in the Legislative Assembly: and
(i) a Cabinet Minister 1o be nominated by the Chief Mmister

Esplanation—For the purposes of removal of doubs, it 15 hereby declared that where
the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly has not been recognised as such, the
Leader of the single largest group m opposition of the Govemment in the Legislative
Assenbly shinll be deemed 1o be the Leader of Opposition.

(4) The general superintendence. direction and management of the affairs of the State

Commmission shall vest m the State Chief Information Commussioner who shall

be assisted by the State Information Commdssioners and may exercise all such powers and

do all such acts and things which may be exercised or done by the State Information

Coummssion amenomonsly withour being subjected to directions by amy other authonity
under thus Act.

(5) The Swtate Chicf Information Commissioner and the Swate Information
Comuussioners shall be persoms of eminence m public life with wide knowledge and
expenence in law, science and rechnology, social service, mumagement, journalism, mass
media or administration and governance,

(6) The State Chicf Informanon Commmssioner or a State [nformation Commussioner
shall not be o Member of Parlimnent 01 Mewber of the Legislature of any State or Uniou
temitory, as the ¢zse may be, or hold any other office of profit or commected with any
political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession.

(7) The headquarters of the State Information Conumission shall be at such place in
the State as the Stake Govenunent may. by notification in the Official Gazette, specify and
the State Information Commission may, with the previous approval of the State
Government, establish offices at other places i the State.

16. (1) The Swste Chief Information Conunissioner shall hold office for a ten of five
years from the dsse on which be enters upon his office and shall not be eligible for
Teappomitnent

Provided that no State Cluef Informanon Commissioner shall hold office as such after
he has attamed the age of sixty-five years.

(2) Every State Information Commissioner shall hold office for a serm of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office or tll he attains the age of sixty-five
years, whichever is earlier, and shall ot be eligible for reappomnnent as such State
Information Commissioner:

Provided that every State Information Comunissioner shall, on vacating his office
under this sub-section, be eligible for appomtment as the Stme Cluef Informanen
Comumssioner i the manner specified in sub-section (3) of section 15:

Provided further that where the State luformation Commmissioner is appointed as the
State Chsef Information Comanissioner, his term of office shall not be more than five years
in aggregate as the State Information Coumnissioner and the State Chief Information
Commassioner

(#) The State Chief Information Commsoner or a State Information Cotnmissioner,
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shall before be enters upon his office make and subscribe before the Govemor or some
other person appointed by him m that behalf. an onth or afficsation accoeding to the form
set out for the purpose in the First Schedule.

(4) The State Chief Information Commussioner or a State Information Conummussioner
may, at any time, by wrnting under lis hand addressed to the Governor, resign from his
office:

Provided that the State Chief Information Commmssioner or a State Infonmation
Commissioner may be removed m the manner specified under section 17

(5) The salarses and allowances payable 1o and other terms and conditions of service
of—

() the State Chicf Information Comunssioner shall be the same as that of an
Election Cotumussioner;

b the State Informanon Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chsef
Secretary to the State Government-

Provided that if the State Chief Information Comuussioner o1 a4 State Information
Commassioner, ot the time of s appomtisent is, in receipt of 4 pensson, other than o
disabality or wound pension, in respect of amy previous service undes the Government of
India or under the Government of a State, his salary in respect of the service as the Stte
Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by
the amount of that pension inclading any portion of pension which was conunuted and
pension equivalent of other forms of retmement benefits excluding pension equivalent of
fetrement gIMmty:

Provided further that where the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Information Comumiasioner if, af the time of s sppoistment is, i recept of retwement
benefiss 1w respect of any previous scrvice rendered in a Corporation established by or
under any Central Act or State Act or a Government comgpany owned or controlled by the
Central Government or the State Government, his salary m respect of the service as the
State Chief Information Commissioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be
reduced by the muount of penston equivalent to the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salanies, allowances and other conditions of service of the State
Chief Information Commissioner and the Siate Information Cotnmssioners shall not be
varied to their dissdvantage after their appointment.

(6) The State Government shall provide the Smate Cluef Informanon Commissioner and
the State Information Commmssioners with such officess and cmployees as may be
necessary for the efficient performance of thewr functions under this Act. and the salares
and allowances payable to and the tenmns and conditions of service of the officers and other
cmployees appointed for the prrpose of this Act shall be such as may be prescnibed.

17. (1) Subject 1o the provisions of sub-section (3), the State Chief Information
Comumassioner or a State Informanon Comuussioner shall be removed from his office only
by ceder of the Governor on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapoecity afier the
Supreme Court. on a reference made 1o it by the Governor, has on inquiry. reported that the
State Chief Informanon Commussioner or a State Informsation Commissioner, as the case
may be, ought on such grovnd be removed.

2) The Governor may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit also from
attending the office durng mqury. the State Chief Informaton Commmussioner or a State
Information Conumssioner m respect of whom a reference has been made to the Supreme
Coturt under sub-section (/) until the Governor has passed orders on receipt of the report of
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the Supreme Court on sich reference.

(#) Notwithstanding anytiung contamed m sub-section (/), the Govemor may by
order remove from office the State Chief Information Commussioner or 2 State Informaton
Commussioner ff a State Chief Information Commussioner or a State Information
Conunissioner, as the case may be,—

(@) s adjudged an insolvent; or

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, m the opimon of the Governor,
mvolves moral tupitmde; or

fc) engages during his term of office in any pasd employment ontside the duties
of his office; or

(d) w, m the opion of the Governor, unfit 1o coutinue i office by reason of
mfirmity of mind or body; or

fe) has acquired such fimancial or other inferest as is likely to affect prejudicially
his functions as the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner.

(4) If the State Chief Information Commussioner or a State Information Commussioner
in any way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf of
the Government of the State or participates  any way in the profit thereof or m any
benefit or cmoluments ansing therefrom otherwise than as a member and m conunon with
the other members of an mmcorporated company. he shall, for the purposes of sub-section
(7). be deemed to be guilty of masbehaviour.

CHAPTER V

Powers and functions of the Information Commissions, appeal and penalties

18. (/) Subgect to the provisions of thes Act, it shall be the daty of the Central
10n Commussion or State Information Commission. as the case may be. to recenve
and inquire into a complaint from any person.—

(@) who has been unable to submit a request 1o o Central Publx Infonmation Officer
or State Public Informstion Officer, as the case way be, either by reason that no
such officer has been appointed under this Act. or because the Central Assistant
Public Infonmation Officer or State Assistant Public [nformation Officer, s the
cnse mway be, hay refied 10 accept his or ber application for mformation or
appeal under this Act for forwardmg the same 1o the Central Public Informsation
Officer or State Public Informanon Officer or senior officer specified m sub-
section (/) of secnon 19 or the Central Information Comuussion or the State
Information Commission, as the case may be,

b1 who has been refused access to any mformation requested under this Act;

fc) who has not been given a response to a request for information or access 1o
nformston within the time limit specified under this Act.

(d) who has been required to pay an amowunt of fee which be or she considers
unseasomable.

fe) who bebeves that he or she has been given wcomplete, unsleading or false
information under this Act; and

(7 in respect of any other master relatng 10 requesting or obtaimng access to records
under this Act.

(2) Where the Central Information Commuission or State Informanon Commission, as
the case may be, 1s satisfied that there are reasomable grounds to inguire mto the matter. it

may mitiate an Mquiry i respect thereof,
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Appeal

() The Central Infonmation Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall. while mquiring into any matter under thiv section, have the same
powers as are vested i o civil conrt while trying a suit wnder the Code of Civil Procedure,
1908, m respect of the following matters, namely: —

fa) summoning and enforcing the atendance of persons snd compel thetn to give
oral or wnitten evidence on oath and w produce the docwments or things;

b) reqmmgtkdisoo\uyndinspxuofdom

fc) receiving evidence on affidavit;

(d) requisitioning any public record or copies thereof fom any court or office.

fe) iwuing samunons for examination of witnesses or documents; and

(0 any other matter wiuch may be presenbed,

() Notwithstanding snything inconsistent comgamed it any other Act of Parlintuent or State
Legislature, av the case may be. the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, is the case may be, may, during the inquiry of any complaint
under this Act, examme any record 1o which this Act applies which is under the conrol of
the public anthonity, and no such record may be withheld fiom if on any grounds,

19. (1) Any pemson who, does not recetve a decision within the time specified i sub-
section (1) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 7, or 1s aggrieved by a decision of the
Cemtral Public Information Officer or State Publx Information Officer. as the case may be,
may within thirty days from the expiry of such period or from the receipt of such a decision
prefer an appeal 1o such officer who is semor in rank to the Central Public Information
Officer or State Poblic Information Officer as the case may be. m each public authonity:

Provided that such officer may admt the appeal affer the expiry of the period of thirty
duys if he or she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficsent cause from filing
the appeal 1 time.

(2) Where an appeal 1s preforred agamst an order made by a Central Public
Information Officer or a State Public Information Officer. as the case may be, under section
11 to dusclose third party mformation, the appeal by the concerned thad party shall be
made within thirty days from the date of the oeder

(3) A second appeal agamst the decision under sub-section (/) shall lie within nmety
days from the date on which the decision should have been made or was actually received,
with the Central lnformation Commussion or the State Information Commussion;

Provided that the Central Informaton Commussson or the State Informanon
Conmmssion, as fhe case may be. may adnut the appeal after the expuy of the penod of
ninety days if it i satisfied that the appeliant was prevented by sufficient cause frow filing
the appeal in time.

(4) If the decision of the Central Pubhc Informstion Officer or State Public
Information Officer. as the case may be, against which an appeal is preferred relates 10
informtion of a third paty, the Central Information Commuission or Stte Information
Counrassion, m the case may be, shall give a reasonable opportunity of being heard o that
third party.

(5) In any appeal proceedings, the omss to prove that a denial of a request was
Justified shall be on the Centml Publx Information Officer or State Publx Information
Officer, as the case may be, who denied the request.

(6) An appeal under sub-section (/) or sub-section (2) shall be disposed of within
thirty days of the receipt of the appeal or within such extended period not exceeding a total
of foety-five days Som the date of filing thereof, as the case mny be, for reasons to be

Sof 1908
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recorded m writing

(7) The decsion of the Ceutral Information Conmmssion or State Information
Comumsssion, as the case may be. shall be binding.

(&) In its decision, the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commmssion, as the case may be, has the power to—

(a) require the public authority to take sy such steps as may be necessary 10 secure
compliance with the provisions of this Act, inchuding—

(1) by provading access to informanon, if so requested, in a paricular foru:

(ii) by sppointing a Central Pubbc Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer. as the case may be:

(1ii) by publishing certain information or categorics of mformation:

(iv) by making necessary changes to its practices i relatioss 1o the numrenance,
management and destruction of records;

(v) by embancing the provision of tmming om the nght to mformation for its
officials;

i) bypw;ﬁnghmlinmmlupm in comphiance with clause (b) of sub-
section (1) of section 4.

(b) require the public authonity to compensate the complainant for any loss or oer
detniment suffered;

fe) unpose any of tho penaities provided under thes Act:
(d) reject the application.

(9) The Central Information Commissson or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall give notice of its decision, includmg any right of appeal. to the
complinant and the public authoeiry.

(70) The Central Informaton Commission or State Information Commission. as the
case may be, shall decide the appeal in accordance with sich procedire as may be
prescnbed.

20. (/) Where the Central Informaton Commussion or the Sate Informaton
Commmssion, as the case may be, at the e of deciding any cowplaint or appeal is of the
opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, has, without any reasonable catse, refised 10 recetve an application for
information or hes not furmshed mfonmation within the time specified mder sub-section
(1) of section 7 or malafidely demed the request for mformation or knowmgly given
incorrect. incomplete or misleading information or destroyed mfonmation which was the
subject of the 1eguest or obstructed in any waaner in furmishmg the infortation, it shall
impose a penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees cach day ull applicason is received or
information is furmished, so however, the total mnount of such penalty shall not exceed
twenty-five thousand rupees:

Provided that the Contral Public Information Officer or the State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, shall be given a reasonable opportunity of betng heard before
any penalty is imposed on iy

Provided fimther that the burden of proving that be acted reasomably and diligently
shall be on the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be.

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or the State [nformation Commission,
as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complat or appeal is of the opinion that
the Central Publx Information Officer or the State Public lnformation Officer, as the case
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may be, has, without any reasomable cause and persistently, faled 10 receive an application
for wformuntion or has not farmshied nformation within the time specified under sub-
section (/1) of section 7 or malafidely demied the request for information or knowingly
given meorrect, mcomplete or miskeading information or destroyed information which was
the subject of the request or obswructed in any mommer in fiarmishing the information, it shall
recommuend for disciplinary action agamst the Central Pubbe Information Officer or the
State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under the service rales applicable 1o
him,

CHAPTER V1

Miscellaneous

Protection of 21. No suit. prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie sgainst suy person for
:‘:"‘::“ anything which is in good fhith done or intended to be done under this Act or any rule
made thereunder

Act fo have 22 The provasions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
—_ therewith contained m the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and any other law for the time being
in force or m any mstrument having effoct by virtae of any law other than this Act,

Bay of 23. No coust shall entertain any suit, application or other proceeding in respect of any

pmiictionsf order made wnder this Act and no such order shall be called in question otherwise than by
way of an appeal under this Act

Act et to 24 (/) Nothing contained w this Act shall apply to the intefligence and security

m’:ﬂ" organtsations specified m the Second Schedule, being organisations established by the

segmumbons Central Government or any information furnished by sich crgamsations to that
Govermument:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of cormuption and lmsan
nghts violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is i respect of alleganons
of wiolation of lmxman rights, the mformation shall only be provided after the approval of
the Central Information Cotmmission, and notwithstanding aaything contained in section 7,
such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the dste of the recept of
request.

(2) The Central Govenment may, by notification i the Official Gazette, amend the
Schedule by including therem any other mtelligence or security organisation established by
that Government or omitting therefrom any organisation already specified therein and on
the publication of such potification, such organsation shall be deemed to be included m or.
as the case may be, omitted from the Schedule.

(4) Every potification issued under sub-section () shall be lnid before ench House of
Parlisnent.

(4) Nothing contained m this Act shall apply to such intelbgence and sccurity
organisation being organisations established by the State Government, as that Government
may, from time to time, by notfication in the Official Gazeste, specify:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and hmman
rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:
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Provided further that in the case of information songht for is in respect of allegations
of vioktion of lnunan nghts, the mfonuation shall only be provided after the npproval of
the Sue Information Cotunission and, notwithstanding anything contamed in section 7,
such mformation shall be provided within forty-five days fom the date of the recept of
request.

(5) Evary notification issued mnder sub-section (#) shall be laid before the State
Logslature.

2% () The Central Information Comuussion or State Information Commissson, as the
case may be, shall, as soon as practxcable after the cixd of each year, prepare a report on the
implementation of the provisions of this Act during that year anxd forward a copy thereof to
the appropriate Government.

(2) Each Mmistry or Department shall, m relation 10 the public authorities within their
jurisdiction, collect and provide such information to the Central Information Comumission
or State Information Commission, #s the case may be, s s required 1o prepate the report
under this section and comply with the requirements concerning the fanishing of that
information and keepmng of records for the purposes of this section,

(#) Each report shall state i respect of the year to which the report relates,—

fa) the pumber of requests made to each public authority,

() e number of decisions where applicants were not entitled 1o access © the
documents pursuant to the requests, the provisions of this Act under which
these decisions wete mnde and the number of times such provisiom were
mvoked,

fe) the mumber of appeals referred to the Cenwral Information Commussion or
State Information Commission. s the case may be, for review, the natwe of
the appeals and the outcome of the appeals;

(d) particulars of any disciplinary action tnken against any officer in respect of
the admanistration of this Act,

fe) the amount of charges collected by each public authority under this Act;

() aay facts which indicate an effort by the public authonities to administer and
mplement the spint and intention of this Act.

(g recommmendntions for reform. mchuding recommendations in respect of the
paticular  public  authonsties, for the  developwent,  improvement,
modemisation, reform or muendment 1o this Act or other legislation or
common law or any other maner relevant for operationalising the nght 10
access information

(4) The Cemral Government or the State Govermment, as the case may be, may, as
soon as practicable afier the end of each year. cause a copy of the report of the Central
Information Commussion or the State Information Commmssion, as the case may be,
reforred to in sub-section (/) to be laxd before cach House of Parlinment or, as the case may
be, before cach House of the State Legislature, where there are two Houses, and where
there is one House of the State Legisiature before that Howse .

(5) If it appears 1o the Cenmral Information Commission or State [nformaton
Comumssion, s the case may be, that the practice of a public authonty in relation to the
exercie of its functions under thas Act does not conform with the provisions or spurit of
this Act, it may give 10 the authonty a recomumendation specifying the stieps which ought in
i1s opinion 1o be mken for promoting such conformity,

26. (/) The appropriate Government may. to the extent of availabilsty of financal and
other resources,—

(a) develop and organise educational programmes o advance the mderstandimg
of the public. m particular of disadvantaged commmumitics as to how to exercise
the nghts contemplated mnder this Act:
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(b)) encourage public suthorities fo paticipste in fhe development and
organisation of programmes referred 10 in clause (0) and to undertake such

programmes themselves,

(c) promote timely and effective dissemination of accurate mformmtion by public
authorities about thewr activitics: and

(d) trum Central Public Information Officers or State Public Information Officers,
s the case may be, of public authonities and produce relevant training matenals
for use by the public authorities theamselves.

() The approprinte Govermment shall, within eighteen mouths  from the
commencement of this Act, compile in its official langage a guide coutaining such
information, in an casily comprehensible form and manner, as may reasonably be required
by a person who wishes to exercie any right specified in fhis Act

(3) The approprate Government shall, #f necessary, update and publish the guidelines
referred to m sub-section (7) at regular mtervals which shall, m pamcular and wathout
preyudice to the generality of sub-section (2). meciude—

fa)  the obgects of this Act.

() the postal and strees address, the phone and fax number and, if available,
electronic mail address of the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, of every publx authoriry
appointed under sub-section (/) of section $.

fe)  the mamner and the form in which request for access to mn mioemation shall be
made 10 a Central Public Informtion Officer or Stmre Public Information
Officer, as the case may be;

(d)  the assistance available from and the duties of the Central Public Information
Officer o State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, of # pubbc
authosity under thes Act;

fe)  the assistance avmlable fom the Central Information Comumssion or State
Information Commussion, as the case may be:

7 all remedics in law available regarding an act or fiiluwre to act in respect of a
nght or duty conferred or itnposed by this Act inciuding the manner of filng

an sppeal 1o the Commussion;

fg)  the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories of records m
accordance with section 4;

rh)  the notices regarding focs to be pasd in relation to requests for access to an
information; md

1) my additional regulations or cerculars made or tssued in relation 10 obtammg
access to an miormaton in accordance with thus Act.

(4) The appropriate Government must, if pecessary, update and publish the guidelines ot
regular mtervals

27 (1) The appropriate Govermpent mway, by notification in the Official Gazette,
make rules to carry out the provissons of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generaluy of the foregomg poswer, such
rales may provide for all or any of the followmg matters, namely:—

(@) the cost of the medinm or prt cost price of the warerials 1o be dissemnaned
under sub-section (4) of section 4.

) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 6,

()  the fee payable under sub-sections (1) and (5) of section 7;

() the salanies and allowances payable 1o and the tenms and conditions of service
of the officers and other ¢mployees under subsection (6) of section 13 and
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sub-section (6) of section 16;

fe) 1w procedure 10 be adopted by the Cential lnformation Comenission or State
Information Commmuission. ns the case may be, m deciding the appeals wder
subesection (/) of section 19; and

(f)  any other marter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

28. (/) The competent amhonty tmay, by notification m the Offical Gazette, make
rules to carry ont the provisions of this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such
rules may provide for all or any of the followmg matters, namely;—

6} the cost of the medmum or print cost price of the matenials to be disscmmated
under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(it)  the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 6:

fitt)  the fee payable nnder sub-section (/) of section 7; und

fiv)  mmy other matter which s roquired to be, or may be, prescnbed

29 () Every mile made by the Central Government under this Act shall be lad, as
s000 as may be after it 15 made, before each House of Parlimment, while it i in session, for
o total period of turty days which may be comprised i one session of in two or more
successive sesmoms, and if, before the expury of the session immedistely following the
session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree m making any modification
in the rule or both Houses agsee that the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter
hiave effect only i such modified form or be of no effect, as the cise may be. so, however,
that sny such modification or amulment shall be without prejudice to the vahdity of
anything previously done under that rule.

(2) Every rule made mmder this Act by a State Government shall be laxd, as soon as
may be after it i notified, before the State Leghlature.

30. (1) If any difficulty anses m giving effect to the provisions of fius Act, the Central
Government tmay. by erder published in the Official Gazette, make such provisioms not
inconmistent with the provisions of this Act as appear to it to be necessary or expedicnt for
removal of the difficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a penod of two years
from the date of the commencement of this Act

(2) Every order made under this section shall, as soom as may be after it 1s made. be
land before cach House of Parhament.
31. The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 s hereby repealed.
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THE FIRST SCHEDULE
[See sections 13 (3) and 16(3)]

Form of cath or affinmation 1o be made by the Chief Information
Commissioner/the Infonmation Commissioner/the State Chief Information
Commussionerthe State Information Commissioner

L . having been appointed Chief Information Comimissioner
/quamnuou (‘omxmssmnel ! State Cluef Information Commissioner / State

Information Commissioner swear in the name of God
solemnly affirm

that T will bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India as by
law established, that I will uphold the sovereignty and integrity of India,
that I will duly and faithfully and to the best of my ability. knowledge and

Judgment perform the duties of my office without fear or favour, affection

or tll-will and that 1 will uphold the Constitution and the laws.".
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE

(See section 24)

Intelligence and security organisation established by the Central Government

1. Intelligence Bureau.

2. Research and Analysis Wing of the Cabinet Secretanat.
3. Directorate of Revenme Intell:gence.

4. Central Economuc Intelligence Bureau.

5. Directorate of Enforcement.

6. Narcotics Control Bureau.

7. Aviation Research Centre,

8. Special Prontier Force,

9. Border Security Force.

10. Central Reserve Police Force.

11 Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

12. Central Industrial Security Force.

13. National Secunty Guards.

14. Assam Rifles.

15. Special Service Burean

16. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar,

17. The Crime Branch-C.1.D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
18. Specinl Branch, Lakshadweep Police
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